Preparation of a simple and efficient laboratory model for training in neuroendoscopic procedures.
Because the lateral ventricles of cadaver heads are often collapsed, they can be difficult to cannulate endoscopically. We present a novel method for preparing a cadaveric model for endoscopic intraventricular procedures. A burr hole was placed in the midpupillary line anterior to the coronal suture. A triangular wedge of frontal scalp, skull, and dura with its base 6 cm superior to the orbitomeatal line and 6 cm posterior to the forehead was cut and removed. A wedge of the underlying brain was similarly cut along the edge of the bone window. After removal of the brain block, the anterior horn of the lateral ventricle was exposed. The endoscope sheath was inserted through the burr hole into the anterior horn in the brain block, following its return to its original location with the skull and scalp. This model is easily prepared and optimizes training in endoscopic ventricular surgery.